flexible in online environments. In a virtual world, one even gets to construct one's body. The anonymity afforded to youth within virtual worlds allows adolescents more flexibility in exploring their identity through their language, their role play, and the personae they assume (Calvert, 2002) .Identity is a central task that begins in infancy and ends with the culmination of one's life.
Students who have been educated through the vernacular medium (Tamil) are unable to define who they are due to the vernacular language divide when they reach the collegiate level. This study was conducted to examine the idea of using blogs to overcome the vernacular divide faced by students. Of particular interest to this study is:
? The manner in which each user exercises his/her language skills.
? How their language shortcomings are overcome.
? How language is used to express emotions and feelings.
Hypotheses
The hypotheses are as follows:
? Students who face the vernacular divide will be more communicative in CMC than classroom interaction.
? Participation in MMC improves communicative competence in English.
? Gender roles can be identified by analyzing language use.
Methodology
To test these hypotheses, a content analysis of selected blogs of common interest was undertaken. The participants were fifty final year undergraduate students of various disciplines who had problems in oral communication sessions. Their discourse, of web log content was analyzed to identify language use and patterns. The students were exposed to active blogging activity. Later they were asked to participate in oral communicative sessions and their performance was judged by the language teacher.
Limitations
The present study was restricted to analysis of content and classroom observation. It has not used any statistical procedures or percentile scores to measure the proficiency of the students. The language used in the blog was used as the only identity for disclosure of personally identifying information, emotive features, sexual identity and semantic themes.
Procedure
The blogs were categorized into primary content areas such as "entertainment blogs," "writing blogs hobbies" ? The bloggers often introduce their own creative short forms like: "Plz do it 4me","V2 4 a movi estrdai" " meet U tomoro" etc.
? G r a p h i c a l i c o n s t h a t r e p r e s e n t e m o t i o n s (emoticons), are also used frequently by online communicators.
? Students who were active participants in the blogging sessions displayed better confidence while participating in role play and group discussions.
Usually, there are three basic types of formal classroom discourse: lecture, recitation and discussion to which students are exposed. Students who lack proficiency in spoken skills can be exposed to the use of blogs which acts as a genre by itself will provide them a scaffolding Tanuki' can be adopted as a model for designing such blogs.
The teacher can also think in terms of a class blog -a shared space, with teacher and students being able to write to the main area. It is best used as a collaborative discussion space. Students can be encouraged to reflect in more depth, in writing, on themes touched upon in class.Barbara Dieu's 'Bee Online' can be taken as a model.
Conclusion
There has been a prominent shift within the field of language learning and teaching over the last twenty years with greater emphasis being put on learners and learning rather than on teachers and teaching. The study shows that we must understand that blogs are a communicative medium. They enable us to bridge the gap between textuality and oral skills. This study is just the tip of the iceberg and leaves plenty of scope for future research and analysis.Encouraging students to participate in blogging sessions will provide them the confidence to participate in face to face conversations.
